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MEETING VENUE & LODGING

March 17-19, 2025
SEE YOU SOON!

Check-in: 4:00 PM
Check-out: 11:00 AM

It’s time for the CONNECTIONS SUMMIT: Rising to the Moment!

We have designed the Summit as a time to spark creativity, provide 
opportunities to joyfully connect with other movement leaders, and 
energize you for the next phase of your work. 

A key outcome of the Summit is to establish and energize 
relationships among leaders who work at multiple scales and from 
multiple perspectives. As you prepare, please think about how your 
essential work can be strengthened through connections and 
conversations at the Summit. Here are some questions to consider:

• What areas of my work can benefit from engagement with other 
leaders?

• How can my organization help others? How can I, in my position, 
help others?

• What opportunities lend themselves to partnership with aligned 
individuals and organizations?

• How can our movement get stronger? What can I do? What do I 
want others to do?

We are asking you to meet new people, explore perspectives, and 
find shared areas of interest. Our agenda includes time for 
discussion, dining, and merrymaking to make these connections.

Thank you for making time to invest in our field!

The venue is ~80-120 miles from the three major airports that serve the DMV — 
BWI Airport (Baltimore), DCA Airport (DC), Dulles Airport (VA) — as well as Union 

Station (DC). 

Please plan your travel based on one of the following options:

Shuttle: 
Arrival shuttles will run Monday, 3/17; we are offering late morning shuttle service 

from each airport, and late afternoon shuttle service from BWI, DCA and Union 
Station. There will be multiple return shuttles from the Hyatt 3/19.

Shuttle service must be reserved, and for security reasons, you must be on the 
shuttle manifest to board. 

If you have not already requested ground transportation but think you may need it, 
please send your travel itinerary to info@connectionssummit.org by Friday at 5 

P.M. ET.

Final shuttle routes and timing will be sent to confirmed passengers via email .

Driving:
The parking rate at the venue is $10/day. 

Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort, Spa, and Marina
100 Heron Blvd US-50, Cambridge, MD 21613

GETTING READY

Monday, March 17th

KEEP IN TOUCH
We have created a private, attendees-only 
Signal chat to share updates and information, 
and continue discussions beyond the 
Summit.

Download the Signal app from the App Store 
on iOS and Play Store on Android.

Scan the QR to join 
our Signal chat

TRANSPORTATION

• Clothing is comfortable and casual.

• Meals will largely be plant-based, with vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free 
options. 

• Masks are welcome but not required.

• To support our goal of reducing single-use plastic consumption, we ask that you 
bring a reusable water bottle or take advantage of the refillable water bottles in 
your room.

• Recording or electronic listening is not allowed during Summit sessions, and 
please place phones in silent or airplane mode. 

• Chatham House Rule will be observed to ensure open discussions. While you are 
welcome to recount your experiences and conversations, you must preserve the 
anonymity of people and organizations.

AGENDA

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Registration

Cocktails & Connection

Buffet Dinner

Tuesday, March 18th

Breakfast Available

Welcome Remarks

Abbie Dillen, President of Earthjustice 

Interactive Grounding Conversation

“What if We Get it Right?”

Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson, author and co-founder, Urban Ocean Lab

Coffee and Connections

Open networking for all participants

Building Support for a New Clean Economy

• John Podesta, Founder, Center for American Progress

• John Marshall, CEO, Potential Energy Coalition

• Brett Isaac, CEO, Najavo Power 

• Amanda Leland, Executive Director,  Environmental Defense Fund

Protecting People and Communities from Climate Shocks

• Chris Lee, Hawaii State Senator

• Maryam Golnaraghi, Director, Climate Change & Environment of the 

Geneva Association

• Sierra Kos, Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director, Extreme Weather 

Survivors 

• Mary Annaïse Heglar, journalist and author, ‘Troubled Waters’ and 

‘The World is Ours to Cherish’

Lunch 

Transition to First Breakout Sessions 

Breakout Sessions:

You may choose two to four available breakout sessions:

• Protecting People and Communities from Climate Shocks,     

facilitated by movement peers.

• Building Support for a New Clean Economy, facilitated by 

movement peers.

• Leadership in 2025: Organizational Security, with Arthur 

Cummings, Founder, Beacon Risk Group

• Leadership in 2025: Crisis Communication, with Mike Spahn, 

Partner, Precision Strategies

Snacks and Connections

Open networking for all participants

Keynote: What this Moment demands from Gen Z

• Wawa Gatheru, Founder and Executive Director, Black Girl 

Environmentalist

• Isaias Hernandez, Influencer, Queer Brown Vegan

• Alexia Leclercq, Co-Founder and Executive Director, Start: 

Empowerment

• Kristal Hansley, Founder and CEO, We Solar

Break/Free Time

Cocktails and Connection 

Open networking for all participants

Dinner, Dancing, and Merrymaking 

We are very excited to enjoy lively music and learn dynamic footwork 

with Rafa Cancel of Cambio en Clavo. Rafa uses the power of dance to 

promote social integration and will teach us to salsa! If you have never 

tried it, you will be glad you did! (For those who are not dancers, we will 

have additional activities and space for conversation.) 

All room reservation confirmations have 
been sent to guests via email from the 
Hyatt Chesapeake Bay. If you have not 
received confirmation, please contact 
Melanie at info@connectionssummit.org 
as soon as possible. 

Breakfast Available

Securing Freedom from Toxic Chemicals

• Sharon Lerner, Journalist,ProPublica

• Dr. Veena Singla, Professor, Columbia University School of Public 

Health

• Bill Walsh, Director, Safer Chemistry Impact Fund

• Sharon LaVigne, Founder, Rise St. James 

• Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, MPH, Executive Director, Children's 

Environmental Health Network 

Common Ground is Wet: Building a Water Movement

• Tom Kiernan, President and CEO, American Rivers

• Andrew Fahlund, Program Director and Senior Policy Advisor, Water 

Foundation

• Melissa Roberts, Founder and Executive Director, American Flood 

Coalition

• Emily Norton, Executive Director, Charles River Watershed 

Association 

Grounding Conversation: What Can We Expect from the Courts? 

• Stephen Vladeck, Georgetown University Law Center

• Sambhav Sankar, Senior Vice President of Programs, Earthjustice

Coffee and Connections

Open networking for all participants

Hotel check-out; luggage storage available

Grounding Conversation: Advocacy, Power, and Policy: The Role of 

Philanthropy

• David Beckman, President, Pisces Foundation

• Deepak Bhargava, President, Freedom Together Foundation

Lunch

Transition to First Breakout Sessions  

Breakout Sessions:

You may choose two to four available breakout sessions:

• Securing Freedom from Toxic Chemicals, facilitated by 

movement peers

• Common Ground is Wet: Building a Water Movement, facilitated 

by movement peers

• Leadership in 2025: Protecting Your Organization from Strategic 

Lawsuits Against Public Participation, with Chelsea Kelly, 

counsel, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

• Leadership in 2025: 501c(3) Challenges 

Transition to Closing Rally 

Closing Rally - Meeting the Moment

Wednesday, March 19th

CONTACT
For more information about your participation in the Connections 

Summit, please contact the planning team at 
info@connectionssummit.org. 

7:30 am - 9:00 am

9:00 am - 9:05 am

9:45 am - 10:30 am

9:45am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 11:30 am

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm

1:30 pm - 1:40 pm

1:40 pm - 3:50 pm

3:50 pm - 4:15 pm

4:15pm - 5:30 pm

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm

7:30 am - 8:30 am

8:30 am - 9:30 am

9:30 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 11:00 am

11:00 am - 11:30 am

11:30 am - 12:00 pm

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 1:10 pm

1:10 pm - 3:20 pm

3:20 pm - 3:30 pm

3:30pm - 3:45 pm


